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A. Environmental Screening Form
The Environmental Screening Form is a working document that evolves with the
compliance process as coordination and consultation take place.
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B. Summary Table: Assateague Beach Coast Guard
Station Cultural Landscape Defining Features
The following table is a summary of those findings and determinations regarding
contributing/non-contributing features from the 2004 Cultural Landscape
Inventory report.

 
Character-defining features related to: 

Contributing (C)/ 
Non-Contributing (NC)/ 

Undetermined (U) 
Topography 
remnant man-made dunes (reevaluate after 2012) U 
Vegetation 
beach vegetation C 
dune plant community C 
marsh plant community C 
saltmarsh (coveside) plant community C 
junipers NC 
Circulation 
catwalk C 
landing/pad, concrete at Station house porch steps (1934) C 
marine rail launchway and walkway C 
walkway, wooden C 
wharf, breakwater and T-dock with new and replaced railing C 
entrance road U 
road U 
sidewalk, concrete to generator house (reevaluate after 2009) U 
sidewalks, concrete at Station house U 
Buildings and Structures 
boathouse (1939) C 
garage (1922 boathouse) C 
lookout tower (1922) C 
pump house foundation (by 1949) C 
Station house (1922) C 
water tanks/cisterns (Station house 1922, garage early 1940’s, 
boathouse by 1943) 

C 

generator house (1959-reevaluate after 2009) U 
power poles U 
Views and Vistas 
external view down pier to Station house C 
external view from boat approach C 
external view from boathouse loft C 
external view from dune C 
external view from NPS visitor’s center C 
external view from ocean to Station to cove C 
external view from ruins C 
external view to Toms Cove from pier C 
view from Station house down boardwalk to boathouse C 
view from Station house to boat house/cove C 
view from Station house to ocean across yard C 
view from Station house to Station house cove-side dune C 
view from tower to cove/boathouse C 
view from tower to east beach across yard C 
view from tower to hook/road C 
view from tower to lighthouse/Fish & Guano ruin C 
view from tower to ocean C 
view from tower to west beach across marsh C 
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Small Scale Features 
concrete from navy triangulation tower near Toms Cove C 
concrete septic cover (abandoned system) C 
bench mark, metal – 1976 NC 
NASA weather instruments NC 
picnic table NC 
bench mark (1933 – original location unknown) U 
concrete base from possible flag pole U 
oil tank U 
signs above Station doors U 
wood base from loading ramp or sign U 
wooden posts near Toms cove U 
Archeological Sites 
Seaboard Fish & Guano Co. factory ruins U 
road traces U 
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C. Coastal Zone Management Act Consistency
Determination for the Preferred Alternative, B:
Rehabilitation for Adaptive Use

This document provides the Commonwealth of Virginia with the National Park
Service’s Consistency Determination under CZMA section 307(c)(1) and 15 CFR
Part 930, sub-part C, for alternatives for the future use and treatment of the former
Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station, a Virginia Historic Landmark located on
Assateague Island in Accomack County.  The information in this Consistency
Determination is provided pursuant to 15 CFR section 930-39.

The preferred alternative proposes to rehabilitate the Coast Guard Station and
ancillary structures for adaptive reuse as a center for environmental research and/or
education in partnership with an as yet undetermined organization, agency or
group.  This alternative is expected to improve the condition of cultural resources
and values associated with the Station, and provide important new opportunities for
environmental education and research focusing on the Assateague Island ecosystem.

The National Park Service has determined that the preferred alternative for the
future use and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station will affect
the land or water uses or natural resources of Virginia in the following manner:

As described in Chapter III, the preferred alternative (B) will have discernable, but
generally beneficial or negligible to minor adverse effects on cultural resources and
certain aspects of the natural environment within the project area. These effects are
summarized in Chapter II, section G – Summary Matrix of Impacts of Alternatives.

The Virginia Coastal Resources Management Program contains the following
enforceable policies that are applicable to the proposed project (preferred
alternative):

Fisheries Management, to conserve and enhance finfish and shellfish resources
and the promotion of commercial and recreation fisheries to maximize food
production and recreational opportunities.

Wetlands Management, to preserve wetlands, prevent their despoliation and
accommodate economic development in a manner consistent with wetlands
preservation.

Dunes Management, to prevent destruction or alteration of primary dunes
pursuant to the Coastal Primary Sand Dune Protection Act.

Shoreline Sanitation, to regulate the installation of septic tanks, set standards
concerning soil types suitable for septic tanks, and specify minimum distances
that tanks must be placed away from streams, rivers and other waters of the
Commonwealth.

The project (preferred alternative) will not involve activities related to the
enforceable policies for Subaqueous Lands Management, Non-point Source
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Pollution Control, Point Source Pollution Control, Air Pollution Control, or
Coastal Lands Management.
 Based upon the following information, the National Park Service finds that the
preferred alternative for the future use and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast
Guard Station is consistent to the maximum extent practical with the enforceable
policies of the Virginia Coastal Resources Management Program.

Fisheries Management.  As described in Chapter III, section B-3, Wildlife &
Aquatic Life and their Habitats, the preferred alternative will result in a slight
increase in boat traffic using the tidal waters of Toms Cove due to land access
restrictions during the Piping Plover breeding season (April – September). In
consideration of the number of boats already using the area, the slight increase
in traffic associate with the project (estimate a maximum of 2 trips per day) will
have a negligible effect on aquatic resources in the Cove.

Rehabilitation activities will include repairs to the existing boat dock and pier
associated with the Station.  Repairs may include replacement of pilings and/or
other structural members which would involve the use of lumber products
treated with chemical preservatives.  Although marine-use wood preservatives
contain chemicals that can be toxic in large concentrations, the limited scope of
repairs and slow leaching rates minimizes the potential for adverse effects to
aquatic resources.

Wetlands Management.  Both tidal and non-tidal wetlands occur within the
planning area for the proposed project.  However, none of the activities
associated with rehabilitating the Coast Guard facilities and adaptive reuse will
occur in close proximity to those wetland resources and therefore pose a
negligible threat.

Dunes Management.  The primary dune system adjacent to the Station
complex is the result of dune stabilization activities conducted during the
1960’s.  None of the proposed rehabilitation actions will occur in close
proximity to the existing dune features.  Increased use of the facility for
environmental education and/or research poses a minor threat to the dunes
from foot traffic by users of the facility.  The threat will be mitigated by
demarcating mandatory corridors for access between the Station complex and
beach that avoid sensitive dune features.

Shoreline Sanitation.  The increased use and occupancy that will result from
rehabilitation and adaptive reuse will increase the amount of domestic
wastewater being treated and discharged into the shallow groundwater beneath
and adjacent to the Station.  The existing septic system is, however, correctly
sized for the anticipated demand, meets current standards for wastewater
treatment systems, and is sufficiently distant from Toms Cove (>550 feet) to
prevent adverse impacts to surface waters.

It should also be noted that the preferred alternative appears to be consistent with
several of the advisory policies of Virginia’s Coastal Resources Management Program
including those related to Geographic Areas of Particular Concern (Coastal Natural
Resource Areas) and Shorefront access Planning and Protection (Parks, Natural
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Areas and Wildlife Management Areas; Waterfront Historic Properties).
Pursuant to 15 CFR section 930.41, the Virginia Coastal Resources Management
Program has 60 days from the receipt of this document in which to concur with or
object to this Consistency Determination, or to request and extension under 15
CFR section 930.41(b).  Virginia’s concurrence will be presumed if its response is
not received by the National Park Service on the 60th day from receipt of this
determination.  The State’s response should be sent to:

Carl S. Zimmerman
Assateague Island National Seashore
7206 National Seashore Lane
Berlin, MD  21811
410.641.1443   x213
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D. Agency Compliance Letters and Correspondence
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